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About This Guide
This study guide was designed as a tool for teachers to use in order to 
help their students more deeply engage with the questions and themes 
explored in Bed & Breakfast. Included in both the pre and post-show 
units are a series of classroom exercises and discussion questions.  
This guide also includes supplementary information related to the  
content of this play.

This guide was written by Lois Adamson. It is copyright protected.  
Please contact education@gctc.ca if you have any questions about  
the use of this guide.

Synopsis
Brett and Drew are exhausted by 
living the life of their dreams in 
the big city. Opportunity knocks 
when Brett inherits a house in rural 
Ontario, prompting the decision 
to pack up, shift gears and open 
a B&B in a quaint little village. 
A heartwarming comedy about 
“being out” in small town Canada, 
skeletons in the closet, and cele-
brating your community.

Content Advisory
This play includes some mature 
language including homophobic 
slurs.

Curriculum Connections
SOCIAL SCIENCES & HUMANITIES

• Gender Studies, Grade 11, University/College Preparation (HSG3M)
• Equity, Diversity, and Social Justice, Grade 11,  

Workplace Preparation (HSE3E)
• Dynamics of Human Relationships, Grade 11, Open (HHD3O)
• Equity and Social Justice: From Theory to Practice, Grade 12,  

University/College Preparation (HSE4M)
• Challenge and Change in Society, Grade 12,  

University Preparation (HSB4U)

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

• Healthy Active Living Education, Grade 9, Open (PPL1O)
• Healthy Active Living Education, Grade 10, Open (PPL2O)
• Healthy Active Living Education, Grade 10, Open (PPL3O)
• Healthy Active Living Education, Grade 10, Open (PPL4O)

THE ARTS

• Drama, Grade 9, Open (ADA1O)
• Drama, Grade 10, University/College Preparation (ADA2M)
• Drama, Grade 11, University/College Preparation (ADA3M)
• Drama, Grade 12, University/College Preparation (ADA4M)



Introductory Pre-Show Exercise:  
Four Corners
DIRECTIONS

1. Designate four corners of the room as follows:  
Strongly Agree, Strongly Disagree, Agree, Disagree

2. Let students know that you will read a series of statements  
related to the themes of the play. After each statement,  
they will respond by placing themselves in one of the  
four corners to indicate their response.

3. After students have responded to a statement, invite them to  
dialogue in their respective corners and then as a whole group, 
about why they placed themselves where they did.

DEBRIEFING QUESTIONS

• Did anything surprise you during this exercise?
• Did any of the discussions you had change your opinion?

Pre-Show Unit
The pre-show unit introduces students to Bed & Breakfast through  
a series of exercises and discussion questions. Students will begin by 
exploring some of the key themes explored in the play, specifically the  
relationship between belonging, acceptance and pride. They will also 
have the opportunity to re-examine expectations around geography, 
home and the differences between urban and rural living.

PRE-SHOW DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• How does where you grow up influence who you are?
• Why might some people want to keep parts of  

their life private?
• What are the reasons why people keep secrets  

from their family?
• What does it feel like to keep a secret? What does it  

feel like to share a secret you have been keeping for  
a long time?

• What is the relationship between secrets and lies?
• What makes a family?

• What makes a community?
• What does it mean to belong?
• Is it possible to belong and be different from the  

group of which you are a part?
• How can you become part of a community when  

you are new?
• What do you know about the history of gay pride? 

 What is the relationship of pride to shame and stigma?
• How has the way people identify in the LGBTQ+  

community changed over time?

MATERIALS

• Space in which to move
• Four Corners statements (below)

STATEMENTS

1. It’s safer to live in a small town 
than in a big city.

2. It’s normal to keep secrets  
from your family.

3. Change is easy.

4. It’s okay to hide who you are.

5. Everyone has stereotypes.

6. Being gay is more accepted now 
than it was 10 years ago.

7. People are held to certain  
standards based on their gender.

8. Family is the most important thing.

9. People who live in big cities are 
more open-minded than those 
who live in small towns.

10. Home is about the people you love, 
not about where you live.
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MATERIALS

• Chalkboard or chart paper 
or whiteboard

• Chalk or markers or  
dry erase markers

• Voice recorders or phones 
with voice recording  
capability

• Paper and writing utensils

Pre-Show Exercise: 
The Urban/Rural Divide
DIRECTIONS

1. Invite students to brainstorm together and make a list of what  
they know, or what they think of, when they hear the following:

• Small Town
• Big City

2. As a class, look at the common beliefs about each.

3. Ask students to select a person in their life to interview who has lived 
in both a small town and a big city. Let students know that their in-
terviews will be shared, so they should be mindful of that in choosing 
a subject and in asking their permission to conduct an interview.

4. Encourage them to ask questions to dig deeper into some of the 
common beliefs the class held about each place. Were there any 
surprises they experienced living in both places? Is there a particular 
story they remember that encapsulates their time in each place?

5. Give students time to generate 8–10 questions to act as prompts 
during their interview.

6. Remind students to both record their interview so they can listen 
back to it and take notes during it.

7. After the students have completed their interviews, discuss their 
experiences using the debriefing questions.

DEBRIEFING QUESTIONS

• What did you learn from your interview?
• Did anything your interview subject told you change your opinion 

about either big cities or small towns?



Introductory Post-Show Exercise:  
Revisiting Four Corners In Role
DIRECTIONS

1. Have students participate in the same exercise as the pre-show 
introductory exercise.

1. This time, invite them to do so in role as characters from the play, 
namely:

• Brett
• Drew
• Aunt Maggie
• Doug
• Alison
• Martin

DEBRIEFING QUESTIONS

• Did you learn anything new about the characters through  
this exercise?

• Which character changed most over the course of the play?  
In what ways?

Post-Show Unit
The post-show unit focuses on the characters and story of the play,  
further building on the themes explored in the pre-show unit of study. 
These exercises and discussion questions focus on the play’s exploration 
of how place, community and family relationships intersect in issues  
related specifically to LGBTQ+ pride and acceptance. They also look  
at how these impact particular characters differently.

MATERIALS

• Space in which to move

POST-SHOW DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• Did anything surprise you about the play? 
• What made Brett and Drew feel at home in their  

new community?
• Why do you think they chose to stay despite the  

fear and anger they felt after the homophobic hate 
crime they experienced?

• In what ways did Brett and Drew make their  
community better by moving there?

• Was Brett’s family right to keep the secret that his  
Aunt Maggie was his biological mother from him?  
Why or why not?

• What did the play make you think about big cities  
and small towns? 

• What does acceptance look like? In a family?  
In a community? For oneself?

• What techniques did the actors use to help delineate 
distinct characters?
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Post-Show Exercise:  
Inspired Scenes
DIRECTIONS

1. Invite students to arrange themselves in partners.

2. Give the pairs time to share their interviews with one another.

3. Ask the students to choose one of the stories from their interviews  
to dramatize in the style of the play. The story they select should 
have at least four characters and a clear narrator. They may choose 
to embellish one of the stories in order to realize this.

4. Give each pair time to dramatize and rehearse their chosen story, 
each taking on the performance of multiple characters, like the 
actors in Bed & Breakfast. Students should begin by deciding who 
the narrator is. They may need to rewrite the way the story is told, 
finding moments for different characters to speak a line of text,  
so they can embody at least a couple of characters each.

5. Once students have time to rehearse, invite them to perform  
their scenes for the class.

DEBRIEFING QUESTIONS

• Was anything common across the scenes?
• What did the scenes say about big cities and/or small towns?
• What techniques did you use to help clearly distinguish between 

characters?

MATERIALS

• Interview notes and  
recordings

• Paper and writing utensils
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Sources & Resources
THE ONTARIO CURRICULUM

The Ontario Curriculum — The Arts

Grades 9 and 10 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/arts910curr2010.
pdf

Grades 11 and 12 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/arts1112curr2010.
pdf

The Ontario Curriculum — Social Sciences and Humanities

Grades 11 and 12 
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/sstudies1112curr.pdf

The Ontario Curriculum — Health and Physical Education

Grades 9 to 12 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/health9to12.pdf


